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Representative Lisa Subeck Circulates Bill Banning Semiautomatic Weapons 

MADISON –Today, Representative Subeck (D-Madison), along with Representatives Terese Berceau, Melissa 

Sargent and Chris Taylor, circulated an Assembly bill that would ban the transportation, purchase, possession, 

or transfer of semiautomatic assault weapons in Wisconsin.   

“Our nation has watched as community after community has had to confront the tragedies that occur when 

weapons designed to kill large numbers of people quickly get into the hands of a dangerous person,” said 

Representative Lisa Subeck. “No Wisconsin community should ever have to face such a tragedy at the hands of 

someone armed with a semiautomatic assault weapon.”  

 

Semiautomatic assault weapons are a class of firearms that are designed to kill large numbers of people quickly. 

They have been used in many high-profile shooting incidents, including the 2012 mass shooting at Sandy Hook 

Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut; the 2012 Aurora, Colorado movie theater shooting; the 1999 

Columbine High School massacre in that state; and the 1993 office shooting at the 101 California Street 

building in San Francisco.  

 

“I can conceive of no legitimate reason that any citizen should need to own or use a semiautomatic assault 

weapon,” said Rep. Subeck. 

 

A review of mass shootings between January 2009 and January 2013 by Mayors Against Illegal Guns found 

that incidents where assault weapons were used resulted in 135% more people shot and 57% more killed, 

compared to other mass shootings. 

 

“Wisconsin families want to know that they and their children are safe whether they are home, at school, at 

work, or out in the community,” said Rep. Subeck. “This bill is one of several critical reforms needed to 

eliminate gun violence in our state.” 

 

Attached is a copy of the bill, which will circulate for co-sponsorship for approximately two weeks before 

introduction. 
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